
 
 

For Immediate Release 
 

HONG KONG, 6 October 2026 – Clarion Events today announced that it is to be 
acquired by Informa, a leading international B2B live events group, bringing 
together two highly complementary organisations with a shared commitment 
to growth, innovation and customer value. 
 
The acquisition reflects the strength of Clarion's portfolio of market-leading brands, its strong 
positions across a range of attractive sectors and geographies, and the expertise and commitment of 
its people. 
 
The combination will create new opportunities to accelerate growth across the portfolio, expand into 
priority markets, further develop data and digital capabilities, and enhance the value delivered to 
customers, partners and the industries that both organisations serve. 
 
For Global Sources, part of the Clarion Events, becoming part of a larger global organisation provides 
brands with access to increased scale, investment, capabilities and international reach.  We are excited 
about what this means for our customers, partners, and the teams across both organisations. 
 
Lisa Hannant, Chief Executive Officer of Clarion Events, said: 
 
"This marks an important new chapter for our business. We have built a portfolio of market-leading 
brands, established strong positions in attractive markets and created a culture that is recognised 
across our industry. 
 
Informa's decision to invest in Clarion is a recognition of the quality of our business, our brands and 
our people. This is a moment to recognise the outstanding contribution of our teams. Their passion, 
expertise and commitment have helped build the successful business that Informa is investing in today. 
 
Together, we see significant opportunities to accelerate growth, expand our reach and continue 
investing in the products, services and experiences that create value for our customers and 
communities around the world.   
 
We are grateful to Blackstone for their support and stewardship over the years, helping us invest in 
our people, our brands and our long-term growth." 
 
Stephen A. Carter, Informa Group CEO, said: 
 
"Clarion is home to world-class B2B brands and talent. We share the same focus on serving major, 
specialist and international markets and delivering impact and value to our customers and partners. 
We’re excited to bring Clarion’s brands and teams into the Informa group and to further grow and 
expand our leading international B2B Live Events business.” 
 
Lionel Assant, Global co-CIO, Blackstone, said: 
 
“Since our original investment in Clarion Events in 2017, our ambition has been to build a truly global 
leader in events and exhibitions. Together with the outstanding Clarion management team led by Lisa 
Hannant, we are proud to have created a platform with significant scale, breadth, and international 
reach. As demand for global events continues to grow, we believe Informa is the ideal partner for 



 
 

Clarion’s next chapter, combining global reach, deep industry expertise and a shared focus on 
delivering exceptional experiences for customers.” 
 
For customers, exhibitors, sponsors, partners and suppliers, business will continue as usual. Clarion 
remains focused on delivering exceptional events and experiences, supporting the industries and 
communities it serves, and investing in the continued development of its brands. 
 
The transaction is subject to customary regulatory approvals and closing conditions. Goldman Sachs 
International acted as Sole Financial Adviser to Clarion Events. 
 
 

-END- 
 
 
About Global Sources 

Global Sources is an internationally recognized multi-channel B2B sourcing platform. For 55 years, the 

company has been dedicated to facilitating global trade by connecting verified suppliers with qualified 

buyers worldwide.   As a procurement hub for shelf-ready consumer products, it currently provides 

efficient and convenient trade services to more than 14 million registered buyers and users worldwide. 

For more information, visit www.globalsources.com. 
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